SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY 
2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH]. 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za%C2%AOwhile the text bul- 
letin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To join 
the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


SARL News and Amateur Radio Today recordings. While the problems experi- 
enced by some members accessing the SARL web pages is being attended to, an 
additional channel is now available from this Sunday. To download the weekly 
SARL News audio recordings and to listen or download Amateur Radio Today 
log onto www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 
THE SANDTON FOX HUNT TODAY 


ELECTRONIC VOTING FOR THE SARL AFS CLOSES ON THURSDAY 3 
MARCH. 


and 

RADIO ZS 757# ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Frans Markram, ZS3VOS 
has gone silent. He was a member of the Bo Karoo ARC for the last 3 years 
and a stalwart member of the Club. We extend our sincere condolence to his 
wife Betty, family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE SANDTON FOX HUNT TODAY 


We need your help to “find the fox.” Sources advise that the Fox will be transmit- 
ting a cryptic code on 144,525 MHz from 09:00 CAT today Sunday 27 February, 
International Milk Tart Day. The Fox is within a 3 km radius of the Bryanston 
Pine Forest in Bryanston, Johannesburg and Matthew, ZS6MDV will be on the 
hunt coordination frequency of 145,525 MHz, waiting for your call to announce 
your participation and hopefully, your success. All are welcome, so will you 
accept the challenge to find the Fox? 


THE 5 MHZ NEWSLETTER CELEBRATES ITS 10TH BIRTHDAY 


Paul Gaskell G4MWO, the Editor of the 5 MHz Newsletter announces that 
the latest edition of the 5 MHz Newsletter (No 28 Autumn/Winter 2022) - our 
10th Birthday - is now available for free pdf download from the ’External Links’ 
section of the Wikipedia 60 m Band page or the RSGB 5 MHz page. This 
edition includes 5 MHz news from 6 countries, Malaysia Emcom Response, 10 
Years of the 5 MHz Newsletter, Exercise Blue Ham 22 - 1, the World of 5 MHz 
Autumn/Winter 2022 and the Wiki 60 Meter Band page 


ELECTRONIC VOTING FOR THE SARL AFS CLOSES ON THURSDAY 3 
MARCH. 


The voting for the SARL Annual Financial Statements for the Year ended 30 
June 2021 closes at 23:59 CAT on Thursday 3 March. If you have not yet cast 
your vote, please visit www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx to 
do so. You need to click on the box “I confirm that I have read and fully 
understand the Motions listed above” and then sign in with your call sign and 
password. The voting options are “Yes” or “No” or “Abstain.” Follow the 
instructions on the voting page and submit your vote. You will receive an 
e-mail confirming that you have voted. 


BOOK NOW FOR THE SARL TECHNICAL SYMPOSIUM 


The SARL Technical Symposium “Unlocking Amateur Radio Technology,” will 
be held on Saturday 9 April 2022 starting at 10:00 CAT on the BlueJeans 
platform. It is free for SARL and AMSAT SA members. Register now! Click 
on the link on www.sarl.org.za or www.amsatsa.org.za. 


IARU Region 1 president, Sylvain Azarian, F4GKR, will take the lid off Software 
Defined Radio and amateur radio applications. Cor Rademeyer will talk about 
detecting RF propagation disturbances by analysing GPS position data and 
Brian Jacobs will present an update on the SARL next generation beacon project 
and has some interesting new information about a new beacon kit that is current 
being tested. We will explore the NCDXF HF beacon system, a boon for DXers. 
Find out more about the SARL-100 project and the AMSAT SA AfriCUBE 
satellites. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
RADIO ZS 757# ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 


The first issue of Radio ZS was published in July 1947 and the July 2022 issue 
of Radio ZS will be a special 75th Anniversary issue. SARL Members and Clubs 
are invited to submit articles for the July 2022 issue of Radio ZS! Be a part of this 
special issue! Send your article in MS Word, OpenOffice or RTF using English 
(South Africa) or Afrikaans with Calibri font size 12 to radiozsQsarl.org.za by 
Friday 17 June 2022. 


THE FEBRUARY 2022 RADIO ZS 


The February 2022 issue of Radio ZS will be available for download from Monday 
28 February. Leading up to the BACAR launch in October, the first in a 
series of articles appears looking at preparing for the balloon launch. We look 
at Amateur Radio station earthing, extreme SOTA in South America, hands 
on with Morse code and the Reverse Beacon Network. We are visiting the 
lighthouse on Dassen Island and have modifications and improvements for the 
Heathkit SB 200 Amplifier. And there is more in this issue. 


TWO CONTESTS NEXT WEEKEND 


The SARL YL QSO Party, which runs from 12:00 to 13:00 UTC on Saturday 5 
March, celebrates International Women’s Day on 8 March and everybody must 
work as many YL stations as possible. It is a CW and phone contest on 40 
metres and the exchange is a RS or RST report and YL or OM. Submit your log 
by 21:59 UTC on Thursday 10 March 2022 by e-mail to zs3vdk@webmail.co.za. 
Turn to page 32 of the 2022 Blue Book for all the information. 


The SARL HAMNET 40 m Simulated Emergency Contest takes place between 
12:00 and 14:00 UTC on Sunday 6 March 2022. This is a SSB contest on the 40 
m band and is open to all Radio Amateurs in South Africa and neighbouring 
countries. Test your operator skill and station design to see how well you can do, 
and where you can improve. There are various categories, antenna limitations 
and multipliers - but fortunately, everything you need to know about the contest 
is available on pages 68 and 69 of the 2022 SARL Blue Book. We look forward to 
having you join us! What about a Club bring and Braai and then the contest? 


CLUB NEWS 


The Cape Town ARC will have its annual Bumper Flea Market/Boot Sale as 
always on the first Saturday of March. This is one of the largest annual amateur 
events in Cape Town. The gates will open at 12:00 on Saturday 5 March at the 
Clubhouse and the club will light braai fires for those who wish to braai and 
ice-cold refreshments will be on sale. Everybody is welcome. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently a few sunspots with simple magnetic configurations 
visible. There is a slight chance of C-class flaring. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around 45. The 12 to 30 m bands may provide some good DX fun. Please 
visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today — International Milk Tart Day and the Sandton ARC Fox Hunt 
5 March — The SARL YL QSL Party and the CTARC Flea Market 

5 and 6 March — The ARRL International DX Phone Contest 

6 March — The SARL Hamnet 40 m Simulated Emergency contest 


8 March — International Women’s Day 

10 March — The closing date for YL logs 

11 March — The closing date for Hamnet logs 

12 and 13 March — The SARL Field Day and the RSGB Commonwealth Contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The voting for the SARL Annual Financial Statements for the Year ended 30 
June 2021 closes at 23:59 CAT on Thursday 3 March. If you have not yet cast 
your vote, please visit www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx to 
cast your vote. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZR6BP, proofread 
by Dave Reece, ZS1DFR and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


